ONE OF THE FIRST PATIENTS to be evacuoted in the 7th
|air force’s new ambulance plane, a reconverted C-46, is shown
Ill‘l this picture. He is Warrant Officer Gary B. Standardt, of the
'13th AAF rescue boat squadron, who was evacuated from Wai-
mea, Kouai, while suffering from celluitis infection of the right,
ankle. He was flown off the island of Kauai to Wheeler field,
and then taken to North Sector general hospital at Schofield
barracks He is shown being freated while in fhght by Lt.

Army Hospital Plane
Serves All Islands

An army air forces C-46 am-
bulance completely equipped  to
evacuate patients from the islands
of Hawali, Kauai, Molokai and any
other island in the area with land-
ing facilities has been put into op-
eration by the 7th air force, accord-
ing to Brig. Gen. Thomas D. White,
commanding,

“Although the army's two gen-
eral hospitals in this area are both
located on the island of Oahu, mili-
tary personnel stalioned on the ad-
joining islands are assured of speedy
attention in case of injury or seri-
ous illness which necessitates evacs
uation to one of the hospilals,” said
Gen. White.
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“The airplane will make pos-
sible general hospifal medical af-
tention within {wo fo three hours
in any {iype of emergency case,
from anywhere in the terrifory of
Hawnil " -

The ambulance plane bcgan op-
eration in time fo participate in th
. recent rescue wo
the tidal wave
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Thc plane {ook air force medical®
personnel and emergency supplies
to the islands of Hawaii and Kauai|
to assist in emergency freatment.
The plane's equipment includest
two - adjustable hospital beds, se-i
curely attached to the floor and
filted with inner-spring mattresses!
that are in turn secured to the beds;!
eight adjustable airline seats for
the use of ambulatory patients; and
a yready supply of blood plasma,!
drligs and medicines to be used in!
treatment while in flight. -
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The plane is stationed at Wheel-
‘er field so that evacuees can be
easily and convenienily trans-
ported by ambulance fo Norih
‘Seclor general hospital at Scho-
field Barracks. It is operated un-
der the supervision of Col. Daird
Tate, commanding officer of
Wheeler rield.

Although dcsmned spemﬁca.!ly iorE
the evacuation of Tth air force per-}
- plane is available foj

#@nd marine personnel
vilian emergency cases.
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Lou Ferenz as a Flight -~ Lou Ferenz Rice,-l__._ Py
Nurse in 1943— The lady is still full of vim,

vicor and vitali O<l. /227



She still fits into her World War II uniform

by Lloyd Cory

Villager Ludmilla“Lou™ Ferenz
Rice, unlike about 99.44% of
World War I vets, can still wear
her uniform, which is over half a
century old.

! Lou had aimed at. becommt., an
a,!rlmeste\\ardess Inthosedaysa
stewardess also had to be a nurse.
So she went into nurse’s training
at New York’s St. Luke’s Hospi-
tal.

But before graduation the Japa-
nese attacked Pearl Harbor. The
government froze nurses out of
becoming stewardesses because
they were greatly needed for the
war effort.

So Lou, at 22, joined the Air
Corps partofthe U.S. Army Nurse
corps. She underwent basic train-
ing at Mitchell Field air base in
New York. She wasn’t gung ho
about digging foxholes, sleeping
outdoors, wearing gas masks and
othertough duties, butshe gamely
endured them.

She got her commission as a
second lieutenant. (Later she got
upped to first lieutenant.) At first
she served in Stockton, CA and
Kearney. NE.

Then the coveted gold wings
were pinned on her uniform and
she flew to Hickham air field, her
new home base. in Hawaii. From
there Lou and other medical
people island-hopped, picking up
seriously wounded men from
Guam, Saipan, Johnston,
Kwajalem Tinian and Leyte and
Manila, Luzon in the Philippines
and later Japan.

Lou says she is the only nurse
who still has her flight log, show-
ing all stops, times, mileages,
names of pilots, number of pa-
tients carried and dropped off.
She also kept all her military
records. She says she was a “me-
mento collector;” her husband
says she is a “pack rat.”

In the states she flew in C-47s.
Overseas she flew in C-54s, which
were larger and carried 40 litters.

As she flew she cared for shell-
shocked cases and men with mul-
tiple wounds. She talked one of
the former out of opening a door
and jumping out of a plane in
flight.

Once Gen. Douglas MacArthur
took her 30th Squadron’s planes
to evacuate folk who had been
Japanese POWs for years.

A chapteron LouFrenzappears
in Women in America’s Wars. The
book’s author was a former pa-
tient of Lou’s.

Last yeara World War Il Flight
Nurses” Reunion was held in
Tulsa. Old friends could only fit
into their old caps. When they
saw Lou wearing her old uniform
some claimed that they hated her.

In October Lou went to the
“Women in Military Service to
America” dedication and memo-
rialat Arlington Cemetery, Wash-
ington, D.C. It was a quality pro-
gram, featuring Al and Tipper
Gore, JanetReno, Kenny Rogers,
heads of the military services,
Loretta Switand Connie Stevens.
They honored women in the mili-
tary today.

Nextyear’sreunionmay be held

at the Air Force Academy, Colo-
rado Springs.

Lou was a widow for years. For
20 vears she worked as a nurse in
Whittier, CA. Then she became a

\Red Cross nurse in charge of
Bloodmobiles, which job she held
from '74 to ’85.

Then she met Banner Rice-in.
the Civil Air Patrol in Van Nifys!
(The CAP performs many search
and rescue operations.) They
married in *87.

They read about HSV in Mod-
ern Maturity, which named it as
oneof the 10 best places to retire.
They boughtalotin*91 and moved
to the Village in 92. They love it
here.

Banner had his basic training at
Camp Roberts, CA went to OCS
school in Ft. Benning, GA and
served at Camp Croft, SC and
Camp Robinson, AR. Then he
joined a heavy weapons unit of
the 80th Division, in Germany.
He came out of the Army as a
captain, then later retired from
thereservesasafullcolonel, after
becoming a licensed pilot before
his 60th birthday.

The Rices have served their
country well.
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